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The past terms of 2015 have seen a 

number of important developments at   

Rewi Alley Academy. At the beginning 

of the year, we welcomed new teacher 

John McLister as we farewelled our 

teacher of nearly a decade Marianne 

Nimmo, who retired at the end of 2014.  

Marianne taught many of our students 

over the years. We wish her all the very 

best in her retirement. John is an      

experienced teacher and has many 

years of teaching behind him both in 

New Zealand and Japan. He has 

brought new ideas and new skills to our 

programme. 

Following a trial period, we adopted 

new textbooks this year. The new     

textbooks are corpus based and aligned 

with the internationally recognised 

levels of the Common European 

Framework of Reference for            

Languages. With the new textbooks,      

students are learning the language     

features frequently encountered and 

used in everyday life and their    

achievements are easily measured by    

international levels. 

We have also updated our ICT      

equipment and started E-teaching, 

which is a future direction in teaching 

and learning. 

In July/August, we successfully ran the 

19th teacher training class for 24 school 

teachers from China.  The teacher   

training has been our joint project with 

Aurora International Education        

Exchange Centre in Beijing since 2003.  

It is an important part of  Aurora     

Centre’s venture supported by the     

Chinese Ministry of Education to      

introduce teaching innovations in     

Chinese schools. We are now preparing 

the next training programme for       

January/February 2016. 

As we welcome the spring, several 

students successfully completed their 

programmes of study and moved on to 

jobs or planned professional studies. 

While we are sad to see them go, we 

congratulate them on their           

achievements and wish them future 

successes.  At the same time, we also 

welcome our new students and wish 

them success in their studies. 

 

Hong Xiao 

Academic Director 

The English for Migrants Class Visiting 

the Vegetable, Fruit & Herb Garden at 

the Curator’s House    

The Teacher Training Class Visiting the 

Riccarton Bush    

The Beginner/Elementary Class    The Intermediate Class    
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Beginner /  

Elementary Class 
 

Isn’t New Zealand weather     

crazy! Every �me we think 

spring is here, winter surprises 

us again with cold, wet weather. 

As you can see our class is really 

hoping the warmer weather 

comes soon. 

We had a few long term          

students leave – goodbye       

Naomi, Rayoung and Jin Qiang! 

We miss you! We also had some 

new students start in our       

class – welcome Sawako, Nancy, 

Leon and Jason. 

We had a busy term. We started 

a new book series called 

“Touchstone 2”. It has a lot of 

speaking and useful English 

phrases in it. We can now talk 

about our interests, the music 

we like, how to stay healthy, 

how we celebrate special days 

and growing up. We can start         

conversa�ons with people we 

don’t know, show surprise 

(Really? No way!), ask follow up 

ques�ons and correct the things 

we say with phrases like:           

actually, no wait, I mean. 

We will finish the term with a 

shared lunch. Delicious! 

Wendy 

Jason 

My sister was born in China, but now she 

lives in Xinjiang. She went to Xinjiang in 

1996 with her husband. She is 37 years 

old now. She has a good job now. She 

loves the job. She is married. They are 

happy now. 

 

Pyung Su Kim 

My father was born in Guangju City.    

My father grew up in the countryside.          

My father’s first job was a policeman and  

transportation business. 

My father was married in 1947. My father 

was died. He went to heaven last year. 

 

Jinqiang 

My parents were born in Liaoning China. 

They lives in Liaoning China. My father 

is a farmer, my mother is a worker. They 

got married in 1977 and have two        

children, me and sister. 

Now they are retired at home.  

Ken 

My grandfather was born in the          

countryside in 1930 and grew up in the 

countryside. He was very handsome when 

he was young. He worked as a teacher 

and later worked for the Southern Power 

Company until he retired at the age of 50. 

He has six sons and a daughter and 21 

grandchildren and 8 grand grandchildren. 

Now he is very fat with white hair and his 

left foot is not good, but he rides bikes 

every day. 

Tian 

My mother Shi Rongliu was born in 

Shangqiu, China. Now she lives in    

Luoyang. She went to Luoyang in 1957. 

She married my father in 1964. She is 

79 years old now. She has retired now. 

My mother is an open woman. She 

loves life very much. She has many 

friends. She likes travel and playing 

stickball. Every year she goes out with 

her old friends twice, and she also is a 

team header of stickball in our area.  

Her healthy is very good now. She likes 

watching TV. Her favorite programs are 

on the sports channel. She knows many 

more sports stars than me. When I go 

home to visit her, she always gives up 

her things for me and cooks good food 

for me. I love my mother. 

 

George 

My father was born in the Guangzhou 

countryside. He still lives in the       

countryside. When he was 26 years old, 

he went to Hong Kong to work. He is 54 

years old now, but he has 3 children and 

3 very nice grandchildren. My father has 

changed 4 Jobs. The last job is just to 

make a good father and grandfather. My      

family is very friendly. 

 

Sophia 

My father was born in Qingyuan. But 

now he lives in Shaoquan. He went to 

Shaoquan in 1958. He worked in the 

army before. He last worked as an   

administrator. He and my mother       

married in 1963. He is a retired old man 

now. He likes cooking every day. 

The Elementary Class    
Leon 

My father was born in Tianjin, but now he lives in Peking. 

My mother was born in Changzhi Shanxi. She lives in   

Peking. They came with my grandparents to Peking. My 

dad told me they met during work in the same factory. 

They are retired. My father’s favorite hobby is               

photography. Every day he will play with his camera.     

Because of this, he just leaves a lot of good photos.             

I remember one year, his photo also got a prize. He is very,  

very happy. After retiring my mom studied stock at home, 

but I hope my mother doesn’t stay on the computer. Going 

out walking is good for you. Wish you are healthy body. 
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Intermediate 

Class 
 

How do know what level of 

English you are at? 

Are you a beginner or an  

intermediate learner?  

Most English language 

schools, universi�es and 

tes�ng organiza�ons have 

agreed on an interna�onal 

standard to measure English 

language levels.  

It is called the CEFR scale.  

There are 7 levels in the 

scale:  A0 A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 

C2.  

A0 is someone who knows 

no English;;;; C2 is someone 

who is nearly as good as a 

na�ve speaker.  

The intermediate class at 

Rewi Alley is at the A2-B2 

levels: lower-intermediate 

to  upper-intermediate.  

Learners in the class started 

the year at the A2 and are 

now nearly finished the B1 

intermediate level.  

Next term we will start with 

the upper- intermediate B2.  

Everyone is making very 

good progress and working 

very hard in class and on 

their homework. 

One student who has made 

great progress this year is 

Tony Li.  

Tony is leaving us this term 

to go and study a diploma in 

business.  

We will miss him, but wish 

him the best of success in 

his new endeavor.  

John 

John – Top Gear  

I enjoy watching a TV programme 

called Top Gear. 

It is about cars and their performance. 

It is presented by three British guys.   

They test lots of different, new cars. 

It’s a very exciting programme.  

I like learning about the different cars. 

 

Tony – Animal World  

I enjoy watching a Chinese TV       

programme called Animal World.  

It’s a documentary series. 

It’s about animal stories. 

It presents the life-styles of a lot of 

different animals. 

I really like learning about the        

animals. 

 

William – Breaking Bad 

I enjoy watching a TV programme 

called Breaking Bad. 

It is an American TV crime series.  

It is quite hard to understand.  

It’s about how a chemistry teacher 

became a drug dealer.  

He had cancer and wanted to help his           

family. 

It is about how a nice person becomes 

a ruthless person. 

TV Programmes  

Thinking of        Thinking of        Thinking of        Thinking of        
getting       getting       getting       getting       
married?   married?   married?   married?       
 

Here are 20 questions 

members of the intermediate class think 

you should ask a person  before you get 

too serious.  

 

1.Do your parents agree with us getting 

married? 

2. Have you got a car or a house? 

3. Do you like kids? 

4. How many boyfriends/girlfriends have 

you had before me? 

5. Do you like my parents? 

6. If I lost my job, would you look after me?  

7. How much do you want me to pay for 

the wedding ring? 

8. Would you live with my parents?  

9. What kind of wedding ceremony do you 

want? 

10. Do you have any odd habits? 

11. Are you happy when you are with me? 

12. Do you want to be with me forever? 

13. What do your friends think about us? 

14. Are you ready to be a husband / wife?  

15. If I wanted to live in another country, 

would you come with me? 

16. When I get old and ugly, will you still 

stay with me?  

17. Do you know how to cook?  

18. Are you allergic to anything?  

19. If I were not rich, would you still love 

me?  

20. Can you speak English? 

The Intermediate Class    



PM Class((((Monday and Wednesday) 

In this class we focus on speaking and listening. We extend our     

vocabulary, listen to conversa�ons and speak a lot! We have talked 

about personality, houses, countries and na�onali�es,       families 

and jobs. 

We have watched some YouTube videos to help us. You might like to 

look at them too. 

A Cultural misunderstanding 

h9p://www.eslvideo.com/eslvideo_quiz_lowint.php?id=14769 

A Job interview 

h9p://www.eslvideo.com/eslvideo_quiz_highint.php?id=23438 

 

Wendy 

 

IELTS Class  
 
IELTS is an important exam that measures your English proficiency.  

Most colleges and university in the English speaking world use the 

exam to measure an interna�onal student’s English ability.             

To study at CPIT in Christchurch, you usually have to have IELTS 5.5 or 

higher.  The aim of the IELTS class at Rewi Alley Academy is to help 

students achieve IELTS 5.5, so they can go on to study at the diploma 

level at a New Zealand college.   

 

John 

Key Dates 

27 Sep: Term 3 ends 

12 Oct: Term 4 starts 

26 Oct: Labour Day 

13 Nov: Canterbury Show Day 

 

The Academy classes will take a recess from 

26 Sep to 11 Oct 2015. However, our office will 

be open from 10am to 3pm on work days so 

that you can still use the resources, register 

for courses, etc. during this time. 

Contact Us 

 

Give us a call or email for informa�on about our courses. 

Rewi Alley Academy 

32a Ma�po Street 

+64 3 3430136 

+64 22 430 6076 

24/7 emergency Contact Number: 021 239 3698 

academy@rewialley.ac.nz 

www.rewialley.ac.nz 

Views and opinions expressed by the contributors and adver�sers do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial staff of the Academy. 

A BBQ on Campus 

The Teacher Training Class in Session 

We are transferring from a printed newsletter 

to an online version.  

For a full colour digital version of this       

newsletter please visit www.rewialley.ac.nz 

and click on Newsletters.  


